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As a bard once put it = T hbest laid plans of mice and mengangaftag ! ey °
The following log is compiled, edited and expurgated from the deck log and other
recollections of the cruises.
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The Idea

Having found our boat, sailed her a bit and spent the winter undertaking the most
urgent bits of refurbishment, it was time to spend the summer sailing her again.
This log chronicles our adventures in our boat ANhite Knight of P u r b e ldadwdve
adapted her to our needs and ourselves to her limitations while exploring one of the
most beautiful cruising grounds in Britain (if not the world) and getting the crew
competent and confident sailing a Contessa 32.

The Crews

9 Owners: lan, Chris & Jonathan
1 Day Skippers: Jan & Elin
1 (Competent) Crews: Jess, Scott, Martin

TheA Pl ano

Cruise plans for 2020:-
1 Winter refit at Fairlie Quay, aiming to launch late March / early April.
Spring cruises (April - June) The Clyde, Loch Fyne, around Bute, and Arran
A Whitsun Whisky Cruise to Islay, Jura, Gigha and the Antrim coast
Early Summer cruises (July) around the Clyde for the Fyfe RegattaandJ a n 6 s
Loch Fyne Odyssey, then onto the Irish Sea and North Wales
Late Summer (August - October) around Anglesey, Irish Sea, Isle of Man,
Irish east coast from North Wales
I Winter Refit in North Wales
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What Happened Next

Then, 3 days before launching, Covid 19 hit. The world and all plans changed.

4-6/7/20 Border reopened and across it within a few hours, with a trailer load of
winterized kit and a list of stuff to do before launching. Reassembled engine
completed installation of NMEA 2000 network and instrument pod. Reloaded life raft,
dinghy etc, filled bolts around exhaust fitting, 3 coats of antifouling. Completed glass
fiber work to anchor locker, cleaned out and repainted forward lockers. Prepared fore
cabin sides for lining. Wired in USB charging point in fore cabin and a host of other
il ijtotblsed .

6/7/20 After putting on the third coat of antifouling and settling the accounts, White
Knight was launched from Fairlie Quay. An awkward departure into a strong swell
and the straps not sinking properly. Once clear, it was a lively bounce free then a
short distance to Largs YH and an inside berth. White Knight was the first visiting
yacht to arrive at Largs YH after lockdown. lan arrived for a couple of days fitting the
linings to the fore cabin, sealing the bright work and other bits of winter refit including
a thorough vacuum through and cleaning.

12/7/20 After a day of finishing off the winter refit and refueling, a shakedown sail
with Jan around the Cumbraes. Across to the Bute shore past an outgoing Vanguard
Class submarine, Mount Stuart and Rothesay to Port Bannatyne before turning and
running back to Largs. Lost a shackle from the genoa clew and a reefing line inside
the boom. Tightened rigging. Otherwise a successful first shakedown. Re-rigged the
reefing lines back to the cockpit.
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Cruise 1 idJan's Loch Fyne Gastronomic Odysseyo

Route Start Menu

J a nidea for a Gastronomic Cruise around Loch Fyne started as we came through
Loch Fyne in summer 2019. Elin threw in her love of the Loch Fyne Oyster Bar and
our frequent stops there as a waypoint on the car journey to and from

Craobh. Why not sail there? Other gastronomic delights in the area came to mind:
The Fish & Chip shop in East Loch Tarbert, a prized destination when | was a child,;
The Arran Distillery, Lochranza; Nardini®& famous art deco ice cream parlour in
Largs.

Through the long days of the first Covid lockdown and with the Whisky Cruise
postponed, the thoughts of a potential gastronomic delights of Loch Fyne developed.
Throw in the incredible beauty of the area with almost limitless anchorages and
sheltered waters. Would a week be long enough?
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Date Saturday18/7/20
From Largs YH Towards Port Bannatyne
Tides (BST)
Port Dover
Weather forecast
Time 06:00 Gale
Warnings
Gen Synop Bright Sunny
Area Wwind Sea Weather Vis
Mog / MoK WINW 3/ 4 Sm/ Sl Showers Good
+24 Hrs NW4/5inc 6 Sl Showers Good
Deck Log
Time Course |Log |Dist |Wind |Sea |Notes/Lat:Long
State
11:15 5154 |0 W4 Sl Depart Largs YH
12:00 Sails up engine off. Millport Bay
W5+ Kilchattan Bay
w4 Rothesay
W5 Kyles of Bute, Maids of Bute via Wreck
Bay
15:30 w4 Claddagh Harbour
16:00 w4 Porpoises off the Burnt Islands
17:00 No space left at Port Bannatyne
18:00 Anchored Claddagh Harbour, Scott & Elin
snorkelling
Day Summary
Crew Chris, Jan, Elin & Scott
Log 22
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Time

Notes

Summer cruise, week 1 Jan's Loch Fyne Odyssey

Chris, Jan, Elin & Scott. Combining a more thorough shake down, testing
and calibrating new instruments etc with i Ayentle fun cruise0AKA a
gastronomic tour of the Kyles of Bute, Loch Fyne and Arran, with snorkelling
and paddle boarding thrown in.

17/7/20, The 5 hour drive north to Largs,
followed by loading and hauling Elin up the
mast to refit wind vanes, anemometers, radar
reflectors and a broken flag halyard. Then
hauling Elin up a neighboring yacht® mast to
‘.‘ refit a wind vane. On her earnings Elin then

| took her boyfriend Scott off to the Marina
Restaurant ( S ¢ o fota®&lap}up burger,
while Jan and | headed into Largs for fish and
chips on the sea front.

: \
Y [N

18/7/20 Up the beautiful Kyles of Bute through the Burnt Islands via Wreck

Bay passage and onto Claddagh Harbour. Re-crossing to the Burnt Islands,

we were in the midst of a pod of porpoises fishing.

Coming back down the East Kyle a phone call to Port Bannatyne Marina

confirmed they were full, so we returned for our first night at anchor in

Claddagh Harbour. Scott & Elin went snorkelling then had cockpit showers to

clear the salt.
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Date Sunday 19/7/20
From Claddagh harbour Towards East Loch Tarbert
Tides (BST)
Port ELT
HW 12:20 3.2
LW 17:50 0.6
Weather forecast
Time 06:00 Gale
Warnings
Gen Synop
Area wind Sea Weather Vis
MoG - MoK |W/NW3/5 Sm/ Sl Showers Good
+24 SW 3/4 > Var 2/3 > SW | SI/ Mod bec Showers Good
4/5 Later Sm/Sl
Deck Log
Time Course |Log |Dist |Wind |Baro | Notes/Lat:Long
10:00 Dept Claddagh
Loch Riddon
Flukey winds down West Kyle
12;00 Tighnabruaich astern
Ardlamont
F5/6 Crossing Inchmarnock Water
15:30 5176 Arrive East Loch Tarbert Marina
Day Summary
Crew
Log 22
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Time

Notes

Up Loch Riddon then a tricky beat through very gusty, flukey winds, down
the West Kyles past Tighnabruaich. Bearing off down the West Kyle and out
into Inchmarnock Water and lower Loch Fyne to try White Knight and her
new reefing system in F6+ and a bigger swell.

Carving through the water with
full genoa and single reefed
main and 9 knots showing on
the log (doubt that, somehow,
but it feels good). Wind
instruments giving AWA, TWA,
AWS, Trend and a host of other
new data in multiple formats.
Nerd heaven here we come.

' Heading into Loch Fyne the AIS
was warning of the departure of
the Portavadie to East Loch
Tarbert ferry. Crossed ahead of
the ferry then tacked for East

% PPl | och Tarbert.
AN e The marina is a new addition to

East Loch Tarbert, well, it has been built since | last stayed the night in the
mid-1970s, no more need to anchor in the bay and row ashore. Now a
friendly marina with good shore-side facilities at a reasonable price a short
walk from the t o w shps. After a bit of paddle boarding the crew
demanded feeding, so off around the town to forage. Restaurants either
closed or booking in advance only, so a Fish & Chips supper, one of our
childhood treats and still as good as ever.
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Date Monday 20/7/20

From ELT Towards Loch Ranza and ELT
Tides (BST)

Port Dover

Weather forecast

Time 06:00 Gale
Warnings
Gen Synop
Area Wind Sea Weather Vis
Mog-Mok W/NW 4/5 > SW3/4 Sm/ SL Showers Good
+24 hrs SW 3/4 > Var 2/3 > Sm/Sl Fair, Rain Good occ Mod
SW4/5
Deck Log
Time Course |Log |Dist |Wind |Sea |Notes/Lat:Long
12:00 5776 NW | Sl Dept ELT
4/5
14:30 76 NW5 | Sl Arrive Loch Ranza

Whisky tasting at Lochranza Distillery

17:30 Dept Arran

20:00 Arrive ELT, Ancaster IV in ELT

Tighten and mouse rigging

Day Summary

Crew

Log 22
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Time | Notes

East Loch Tarbert was our base for the next couple of nights with a day salil
to Loch Ranza and the Arran Distillery to stock up the drink& cabinet.

Hot breakfast rolls from the deli on the quay before heading south for Arran.
A much calmer day to start off as we sailed out of ELT into the Loch and
along the Kintyre shore. As we broke out to cross Kilbrannan Sound the NW
wind picked up blowing directly into Loch Ranza. Two yachts in front of us
fluffed the mooring pick up, slick work by the crew and a good mooring. A
quick lunch, then inflated the dinghy for the choppy transfer to shore, leaving
the pump on board. The short walk to the distillery was only a couple of
miles, much to the chagrin of the crew; the mate kept her peace. As we
walked a car drew up. i G o todee you back a g a camé the call. He must
have a good memory; it is over 40 years since | was last here. More likely
the easing of lockdown was much appreciated.

The Arran distillery is a relative youngster built in the 1995. Cautiously
reopening as lockdown eased, the distillery tour was limited to the shop, with
a tasting of any of their single malts we were seriously interested in. We
finally homed in on the 10 year old as a gift to lan for all his work on the fore
cabin. A set of 6 self-levelling glasses forthe d r i rdbides and a few other
knick-knacks were added tothe s k i p pneoicé s

Returning to the dinghy, it had part deflated, as somebody had inadvertently
loosened a valve on the crossing to shore. Skipper and mate made the first
crossing in the flexible flubber, re-inflated the dinghy then collected the crew.
Lesson learned, always carry the pump.

A grey crossing back to East Loch Tarbert with Elin demonstrating her skills
as a blindfold helm. Boyfriend suitably impressed. A chance to fine adjust,
tune and secure the standing rigging.
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